Hay 13, 1964 


Hon. Bari Warren 

Citief Justice of the United States 
United States Supreae Court 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Chief Justice: 


The undersigned, raembers of the faculty of New York 
University School of Law, are lapelled by recent news stories 
concerning our colleague and your staff aeiaber, Professor Norman 
Bedlichi to comiBunicate our views to the President's Commission. 

It is disheartening to learn that the President's assassination 
has not ca|ised vilification of public officials to subside but, 
on the contrary, the Commission's investigation has become the 
occasion for a new outbreak of irresponsibility. We are fearful 
that the Commission's vital and historic function of settling all 
possible doubts about the events of November 22 will be seriously 
Jeopardized unless these attacks on members of the staff are repulsed 
promptly and publicly. 

We believe that the attacks on Professor Redlloh should 
be regarded as attacks on the integrity of the Comaission itself. 

OuT; reason is that at the outset Professor Bedlich, in compliance 
with statutory requirements, explicitly stated his associations, 
including that with the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee. The 
Commission has employed and utilized his services after receiving 
this Information. 

We believe, moreover, that this episode provides the 
Commission with an opportunity to render a further service to the 
nation. The Commission can, by a strong, public repudiation of such 
unworthy attacks, demonstrate that such attempts to destroy a man's 
reputation by innuendo and fajlse inference are not to be tolerated. 

We have, in the recent past, suffered some painful lessons about the 
cost of failing to take an unequivocal stand on this very subject. 

We suggest that the President's Commission is uniquely qualified to 
give the nation an example of ethical leadership. 


We also believe that the Commission has an opportunity to 
protect the public service. Unless our government posts are to be 
manned by bland and cautious conformists, it must be affirmed that 
public servants will not be abandoned to unwarranted attack. It 
must be mads clear that inteliigent, creative men need not sacrifice 
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their reputations and the peace of Bind of their fasilies in order 
to accept public assignisents. If this is not done, ve will lose 
the services of nen who have such to contribute to their country. 

Because it is right, and because our national conscience requires 
it, we respectfully urge thei Cossmission to meet this current challenge 
to fairness and decency, affirmatively and publicly. 

Implicit in our statement of views is an absolute faith 
in the integrity and loyalty of our colleague, Korman Redlich. We 
believe he needs no brief from us in this respect and that bis character 
is uhassailable. We have, iin varying degrees, oome to know him in the 
intimate ways that teachers explore one another's thoughts and beliefs* 
In the event such a testimonilal is necessary or appropriate, we here 
record our belief that it would be a tragic wrong if his reputation as 
citizen, lawyer and scholar should suffer damage through these attacks. 
The Cosnaission, representing as it does all that is respectable and 
responsible in American life:, can seisse the opportunity and exemplify 
our national ideals by issuing a public statement of confidence. 


Respectfully yours, 









J. Lee Rankin, Esq. 

The President's Commission 
Veterans qt Foreign Wars Building 
200 Maryland Avenue N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 




